
GREATER MAPUNGUBWE  
 

LION CONSERVATION PROJECT  

 HELPING TO PROTECT AFRICA’S   
FREE  ROAMING LIONS 



WHAT IS THEIR CONSERVATION STATUS  

AND WHY THE NEED FOR CONCERN? 

A species population reduction of approximately 30% is 

suspected over the past two decades (= approximately three 

Lion generations). The causes of this reduction is primarily 

indiscriminate killing in defence of life and livestock, coupled 

with prey base depletion.  

This suspected reduction is based on direct observation, 

appropriate indices of abundance, decline in area of 

occupation, extent of occupation and habitat quality, and 

actual and potential levels of exploitation. 

It has been recognized that there is a significant importance 

to improve the current lack of understanding of the 

conservation status of free roaming lions in the 

 Greater Mapungubwe area.  





Formal and in depth research will determine  

how many individuals are in the Greater Mapungubwe TFCA.  

 

The project will involve photographing and completing ID cards for each 

individual lion.  

Using GPS collars, camera traps and physical sightings we will plot and map 

territories and home ranges, helping us to also record movement in the the 

Greater Mapungubwe TFCA. 

 

Genetic sampling from scat survey. 

 
 

WHAT DO WE WANT TO DO/ ACHIEVE THROUGH 

 THE 

 GREATER MAPUNGUBWE  

LION CONSERVATION PROJECT? 

Getting to know the behaviour through first hand sightings and the ability to be 

able to share that knowledge through interactive sightings will allow us to make 

more informative management decisions into the future. We therefore will focus 

on correct habituation programs to facilitate this process.  



WHATS NEXT? 





PRO ACTIVE CONFLICT RESOLUTION 



COLLARS 

 

4 x GPS Collars from Bundox 

4 x GPS Collars from Andrei Snyman 

 

 

 

 

 

CAMERA TRAPS 

 

10 x Remote Camera Traps  

from Panthera 

 

4 x Green Dogs 



We need photographs of lions seen in the area. 

 PLEASE send your pictures to 

rox@greendogsconservation.com/wildside@bundox.co.za 

Your information will help to create records  

of all the individuals present 

 so we can protect some of the last free roaming lions  

in South Africa.  
  

This is an ideal picture for identification since you can 

easily see the whisker spots.  

but we can work with anything! 

Your help is important and very much appreciated!  



Rox                   

rox@greendogsconservation.com 

 

Don                   

wildside@bundox.co.za 

 

 
 

LION CONSERVATION PROJECT MEETING 

7th APRIL 


