
Greater Mapungubwe Network  
Meeting Minutes 

18 March 2014 
 

Location: Moyo Safaris Lodge & Spa 
 
Time start: 14:00 / Meeting closed: 17:15 
 
Minutes compiled by: Elize Fourie / Wendy Collinson 
 
WELCOME & THANK YOU 
 

 Wendy Collinson welcomed all attendees. All names of new attendees need to be added to the 
attendance register.  

 Thank you to Moyo Safaris Lodge & Spa for the hosting of the meeting. 

 Thank you to Moyo Safaris Lodge & Spa and Lajuma Research Centre for sponsoring the braai afterwards. 

 Thank you to Willie, Joy and Kyle for managing the catering for the braai. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 

 The list of apologies received is shown on the back of the attendance register for anyone interested in 
looking through it. 

 
INTRODUCTIONS 
 

 All attendees introduced themselves to the listeners. Wendy Collinson showed a presentation with photos 
showing all members and also the history of the Greater Mapungubwe Network.  

 
MATTERS ARISING 
 

 The bridge to Musina is open again. 

 Anka Bedetti & Andre de Kock .... got engaged. A big congratulations to them 

 Uwe Hermann obtained his PhD degree after research conducted in the Mapungubwe National Park. 
Susan Miller is awaiting the outcome of her PhD on lion genetics. 

 Rox Brummer wants to initiate a journal club with the focus on the discussion of scientific papers. Maybe 
this can happen once a month? Rox Brummer wants Caroline Kruger to be involved in this.  

 The Greater Mapungubwe Network is two years old this month. Thank you for all your support.  

 Meetings and Newsletters – At the moment there are four meetings held every year and also 4 
newsletters produced every year. Wendy acknowledged that organising the meetings and compiling the 
newsletters are quite a strenuous task to do alone. Elize Fourie has volunteered to assist with the 
organising of the meetings; however, more help is needed. Wendy proposed that the meetings be 
reduced to 3 meetings per year and the newsletters also to 3 newsletters per year. This was discussed and 
decided by all. One research centre or hub of the Greater Mapungubwe area, the Lajuma/Moyo Research 
centre and Mogalakwena Research Centre will be responsible for the hosting of each of the meetings and 
for managing the compilation and sending out of the newsletters.  The next meeting may be held at 
Mogalakwena Research Centre. This and a suitable date to be confirmed (mid July?), in discussion with 
Caroline Kruger, manager of the MRC.  

 Anti-poaching campaigns and systems – Siyafunda Conservation knows of a person who wants to assist in 
implementing these systems, especially in regard to rhino poaching. For more information meetings will 
be held in Hoedspruit on the 24th of April and the 26th of April in KZN. At the meeting a demonstration will 
be held of the anti-poaching and game management systems. If anyone is interested to hear more about 
this, please email Wendy.  



 Lion Conservation Project meeting – 7th April at Corea Lodge – anyone interested to share their views, 
interests, knowledge regarding lion or carnivore conservation, please attend the meeting. 

 Date of next meeting: Midweek in July? Must be hosted by either Lajuma or Mogalakwena? To be 
confirmed. 

 
PRESENTATIONS 

 
Anka Bedetti, Rox Brummer and Prof Edson Gandiwa are unable to present today. Rox Brummer and Prof 
Gandiwa’s presentations will be presented by other persons. 
 
 
1.  Presenter: Patience Gandiwa – International Coordinator of the GMTFCA 
Representing: Greater Mapungubwe Transfrontier Conservation Area 
 
Patience was born in Harare, Zimbabwe, where she completed a BSc in Environmental Science (specialising in 
Wildlife and Range Management). She has an MSc degree in Environmental Policy and Planning and an Honory 
PhD from the University of Harare. She was an ecologist for six years with Zimbabwe National Parks, before 
undertaking the role as the International Coordinator for the GMTFCA in Februray 2013. She has a passion for 
plant ecology, 31 publications in peer-reviwed journals (60% of which are on flora). 
 
Title of presentation: Key highlights since the establishment of the GMTFCA 
 
Questions to presenter 
Question asked by: Andrew Rae 
Question: When can we expect a treaty to be signed? What is the strategy regarding this and is there a set 
timeframe? 
Answer: About October/November 2014. Issues have arisen regarding the official name of the GMTFCA. Attentive 
dates for this have been communicated to the relevant Ministers in Government. 
 
 
2. Presenter: Ian Gaigher  
Representing: Lajuma Research Centre 
 
Ian Gaigher was born in the Marico district. After completing a Honours degree in Wildlife Management at the 
University of Pretoria he joined the then Transvaal Department of Nature Conservation as a fish biologist where 
her completed his Masters and Ph.D. degrees. He spent a further five years as head of the scientific division of the 
Cape Department of Nature Conservation and then entered the academic world as a lecturer, first at the University 
of the Orange Free State and then at the University of Venda. He retired in 2002 to initiate the Lajuma Research 
Centre in the Soutpansberg.  He has recently been re-appointed as Adjunk Professor (Research) at the University of 
Venda. He is the chairperson of the Conservation Task Team of the Vhembe Biosphere Reserve. 

 
Title of presentation: the Greater Limpopo River Conservancy 
 
Questions to presenter 
No questions asked. 
 
 
3. Presenter: Don Bird 
Representing: Bundox Wildlife Services and Green Dogs Conservation 
 
Don was born in the town of Bangor, Northern Ireland (home of Snow Patrol) and left school at 17 to pursue a 
career in the Royal Air Force Police. During 1983 he attended selection for the Special Air Service and after a 18 



months selection course he started a 19  year career with them. During this period he successfully gained a 
diploma in Fire Structure and Engineering and after leaving the military he returned to Northern Ireland and was 
employed by a local hospital trust as their Fire Safety Advisor. 
 
Office work did not agree with him so looked to head off for adventure further a field and in 2007 headed to South 
Africa to take part in African Conservation Experience (ACE) Game Ranger Experience course, which he now helps 
to run at Mapungubwe PNR. He also volunteered in a wildlife rehabilitation centre in Warmbaths. He was hooked 
and during the next 3 years completed his FGASA training and volunteered with GVI. Two and a half years ago he 
was asked to become Student coordinator for Bundox Wildlife Services on their game capture and vet programme. 
Since March 2012 he has managed the property at Bundox Wildside within Mapungubwe PNR. 
 
Title of presentation: Lion Project in the TFCA 
 
Questions to presenter 
Question asked by: Siyafunda Conservation 
Question: Will you move the lions to a private game reserve? 
Answer: No, the lions are free-roaming and they will stay that way.  
 
Question: Is there an idea of their geographical distribution? 
Answer: At the moment, we don’t have a clear idea of this, however, as they are free-roaming they can move over 
vast distances, and they can roam over most areas that are represented by the Greater Mapungubwe Network. 
With the collars and camera traps that are utilised now, we can expect to gain further insight into their 
distribution. 
 
Question: How big is the population? 
Answer: The population consists of 55 lions. 
 
 
4. Presenter: Elize Fourie 
Representing: Mogalakwena Research Centre 
 
Elize was born in Bloemfontein and gained her BSc in Zoology at the University of the Free State. She obtained her 
BSc Honours and MSc Zoology at the University of Pretoria in 2012, and has been the resident researcher at 
Mogalakwena Research Centre since 2013. 

 
Title of presentation: the ecology of the giraffe on the Mogalakwena Game Reserve 
 
Questions to presenter 
No questions asked. 
 
 
5. Presenter: Patience Gandiwa 
Representing: GMTFCA 
 
Title of presentation: Human-wildlife conflict in the Greater Mapungubwe TFCA – a case study of Maramani 
Communal Area 
 
Questions to presenter 
Question: Do you rely on the people’s knowledge of the carnivore species to identify the species? 
Answer: We are not a 100% relying on people’s knowledge. It is however important to note that there are 
carnivore problems in this communal area. We want to define the problems from the viewpoint of the 
communities. 
 



Questions: Are you driving the project towards eco-tourism? Will you develop the area for eco-tourism? 
Answer: The land-use cannot be changed, but it rather needs to be managed. However, it can be intricately 
combined with conservation and tourism. 
 
 
6. Presenter: Sam Williams 
Representing: Durham University Primate and Predator Project, Lajuma Research Centre 
 
Dr Sam Williams is a British researcher who have been living at Lajuma Research Centre for two years. Sam 
completed his PhD in 2011 on the impact of land reform on cheetahs and other large carnivores in Zimbabwe. He 
lives and works with his wife, Katy, who is working on her PhD in the Soutpansberg Mountains.  The couple moved 
to South Africa in 2011 to manage the Durham University Primate and Predator Project on behalf of the project’s 
Principal Investigator, Dr Russell Hill of the Durham University Anthropology Department. 
 
Title of presentation: Leopard populations in the Soutpansberg Mountains 
 
Questions to presenter: None 
 
 
7. Presenter: Andrew Rae 
Representing: Mopane Bush Lodge 
 
Andrew was born in northern Johannesburg in 1972. In those days the northern suburbs were quite rural and 
Andrew found himself surrounded by vast tracts of veld. It was while exploring this as a child and on numerous 
vacations to Kruger, Zimbabwe, the Drakensberg, Kalahari and other remote regions that a love for wild Africa was 
born. Andrew studied Nature Conservation in Pretoria in the early 90's and then embarked on a career that has 
been 20 years in the making. He worked in the private safari industry in the Manyeleti and Timbavati private 
reserves and in the Kruger National Park. He was on a project management team for 3 and half years that 
developed Kuzuko Game Reserve in the Eastern Cape as a private part of the Addo expansion programme. He 
moved to Botswana and co-managed Tuli Safari Lodge for two years before moving to Mopane Bush Lodge where 
he has been GM for the last 7 and a half years. He is a qualified outfitter and professional hunter, a qualified rock 
art interpretation, wildlife and birding guide and a keen writer. He is married to Moira and has four children. 
 
Title of presentation: Rock Art Tourism 
 
Questions to presenter 
No questions asked. 
 
FINAL REMARKS 
 

 Wendy thanked the presenters for their presentations, and again thanked the hosts for the venue and 
braai. 

 A provisional date was set for July, with MRC to confirm if they could assist with the organisation. 
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